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WGGB Celebrates 20 Years

Women Golfers Give Back had the joy of hosting our friends, family

and alumnae to celebrate our 20th Anniversary this fall. Our hearts

were moved by remarks from Becky Dengler, First Tee — Delaware

coach; Joanna Coe, former grantee and current Director of Instruction

at Merion Golf Club; Isabella DiLisio, former grantee and now a
volunteer and mentor to our girls while continuing to compete; and the
remarkable Anna Firko, a high school student who has found confidence,
empowerment and a love for golf through WGGB's programs.

The crowd was 100+ strong at Waynesborough Country Club and
couldn't resist a standing ovation as we recognized WGGB's founder,
AK Frazier, for her leadership and vision. Moving forward, we're
excited to present the new AK Frazier Cup to the winners of our annual
tournament in her honor.

We'd like to thank everyone who made the evening — and the past
20 years — a success! In particular, we thank members of the original
WGGB board, pictured above, who laid the foundation for the next
20 years of changing girls' lives through golf.
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Vision
A world where girls find equal

opportunity and personal
growth through golf.

Mission

To enrich girls’ lives by
providing access to golf
through programs that teach
golf skills, foster connections,
and promote leadership and
character development for girls
who would not otherwise have
the opportunity.



From the Heart: Kate’s Day With WGGB

Kate Marsden (second from right), a talented 14-year-old golfer who
participates in a grantee program at Makefield Highlands Golf Club,
attended WGGB's Annual Tournament in June. She participated in the
morning five-hole outing with girls from other programs and played in
the afternoon tournament with more experienced female mentees. She
graciously shared her thoughts with us on the experience:

“While | met several incredible mentors during the event, | connected
particularly well with two experienced golfers, Erin Martin and Courtney
Curcio from PGA REACH. They shared similar playing styles and spent
time discussing various techniques and strategies with me. It was a full
day of golfing, fun and learning!

| learned about various aspects of the game, including refining my swing
technique, improving my putting skills, and understanding the importance
of mental focus during a round of golf. Moreover, | gained insights into
the etiquette and sportsmanship that embody the spirit of the game.

| would definitely encourage peers to participate in future Women
Golfers Give Back events. The opportunity to connect with inspiring
mentors, forge new friendships, and play on a beautiful golf course is an
experience like no other. It's a chance to nurture your love for golf and
grow as a golfer, both technically and personally.”

Thank you for sharing your experience, Kate!

We could not have asked for more
beautiful summer weather to host ten

of our grantees at Merion Golf Club for

a WGGB Mentoring Day. On August 2,
2023, these top performers from our
Players Programs played Merion West
alongside a Merion women'’s golf mentor,

and then, the top four finishers had the
privilege of playing the famous 18th hole
at Merion East. Congratulations to all

the girls for a day of impressive golf, and
thank you, Merion Women, for hosting us
again this year!

Photo credit: Outside the Cut.
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Letter From WGGB President

Dear Friends of WGGB,

What an exciting 20 years for Women Golfers Give Back. Yes, that is correct,

20 years! We have granted more than $1.8 million in that time to support 19 golf
programs that align with our mission of fostering connections, leadership and
character development in girls who would not otherwise have that opportunity.
Thank you for making this possible with your time, talent and financial support.

Our 2023 annual golf tournament was once again a huge success at Whitemarsh
Valley Country Club, raising more than $256,000.

Thank you to Alexis Hollander, Meghan Holobetz, Leila Mackie, and Rachel
Shearon for such a successful event. Thank you to our Lead Sponsor, Goldman
Sachs; to the Live Scoring Sponsor, Zisman Family Foundation; Dinner Sponsor,
Grant Thornton; and to our Girls Clinic & Lunch Sponsor, Penn Mutual.

Next year, the tournament will be at St. Davids Golf Club in Wayne, PA. Please
save the date for June 17, 2024.

Our coaches, Board, and volunteers continually work to advance our mission and improve how we operate. Under the
leadership of Executive Director Rachel Shearon and our many volunteer committees, we were able to give $140,000 in
grants to eight clinic programs and seven players programs in 2023 and host other events, including:

e “Girls Off Course” at Golf Galaxy to get the rust off before golf season began

¢ WGGB Mentoring Day, where girls from our programs played Merion West while spending the day with a
member from Merion

* Supporting volunteer recruitment at the 36th USGA Women'’s Mid-Amateur Championship at Stonewall
* “Get Golf Ready” at Gulph Mills, sponsored by EY, for professional women
e Our 20th Anniversary Celebration at Waynesborough

As they roll off our Board, we'd like to thank Wendy Kennedy, Becky Sanderson, and Leila Mackie for their years of
service. Wendy was an instrumental part of WGGB, running the golf tournament for several years. Co-chairs of the
Grantee and Tournament Committees, respectively, Becky and Leila will continue to contribute to WGGB as volunteers.

We would also like to welcome Jenna Sorrano Longen and Libbie Warner, co-chairs of WGGB's 2024 tournament, and
Loraine Jones, new co-chair of the Grantee Committee, to the Board. A PGA and LPGA professional who has taught
WGGB clinics for several years, Jenna is the PA/DE Territory Manager for XXIO and the head coach for the Episcopal
Academy girls’ golf team. Libbie is part of the Direct Equity team at Hamilton Lane and a member of Merion Golf Club.
She was a two-year captain of the Women’s Golf Team at Hamilton College and today serves as a mentor for both

The GolfBridge Society and Big Brothers Big Sisters. Loraine is a long-time member of the Merion Golf Club women'’s
team and will work closely with WGGB's grantee programs.

In closing, | want to express my heartfelt gratitude to Alexandra Frazier. After 20 years of giving unlimited hours,
resources and commitment to WGGB as our Founder and President, AK retired in 2023. AK built the foundation for us
to grow and give back for years to come. We will carry on the legacy you created and continue to impact girls’ lives
through golf.

To all our supporters, | want to express how much we appreciate your unwavering trust and support in believing in our
mission. Your commitment and support are the cornerstones upon which we are building a brighter future. Hopefully
some of the stories in this newsletter bring to life the impact you have made. Please consider a donation before year-
end in the enclosed envelope or online to help continue our mission. Together we make a difference in girls’ lives.

Nicoll Keeney,
President, Women Golfers Give Back



Many Opportunities for Development on the PKBGT

For several years, WGGB has supported the Peggy Kirk Bell Girls Golf Tour, a national girls-only tour that strives
to grow girls’ participation and interest in the game. Our grants helped PKBGT develop a Delaware Valley and

New Jersey series, which welcomed 127 local participants ranging in age from 9 to 18 during the 2023 season.
They hosted 14 tournaments, as well as two national events.

“The PKBGT is foremost about opportunity. We aim to enrich the lives of the girls through a structured
environment of skill and personal development through on-course golf competitions,” said a representative of
the tour, which has sent 1,200 girls on to collegiate programs. “The exposure the tour provides to collegiate
coaches is the final enrichment which prepares these girls for success in their future lives.”

Here are just a few examples of the girls’ success.

Danielle Higbee has become a top Vidhi Lakhawala of Kendall Park, NJ, was selected to the

100 player on the PKBGT. A Mickleton, PKBGT's inaugural E-Leader Player Council, a significant

NJ, resident, she recently shot in the 70s achievement considering the tour’s 1,200 player membership.
at Pine Needles, the site of last year's U.S. Like Higbee, she appreciates that the tour is geared strictly
Women’s Open. Prior to the program, she towards girls and enjoys the opportunity to play on some of the
felt other tours too heavily favored boys. country’s most beloved and challenging courses.

She credits the Delaware Valley series as

the key in developing her game. She recently qualified for the Tour Championship alongside

her sister, Aditi. Their father shares, “PKBGT has given both

my girls and all girls a great platform to go out there, be
themselves, be comfortable, and express who they are. We are
very grateful that our girls have such a platform to develop their
game, develop as a person, and meet other girls.”

Five WGGB Grantees Learn From Golf Legend Annika Sorenstam

In early August, five WGGB grantees from Makefield Highlands had
the unique opportunity to attend an intimate clinic with 11-time major
champion and women’s golf legend Annika Sorenstam at Rolling

Green Golf Club. It preceded a fundraiser golf outing for The ANNIKA
Foundation, whose mission aligns with WGGB by empowering the next
generation of women through the game of golf while teaching young
people the importance of personal development, including living a
healthy, active lifestyle through fitness and nutrition.

Carl St. Pierre, father of one WGGB attendee, said of the experience,
“My daughter, Christina, really enjoyed the clinic and advice that Annika
provided to the girls. In fact, Christina had her first high school golf
match [just after] and used some of Annika’s advice.... It boosted her
confidence, as she had been very frustrated and struggling with her
golf game leading up to her match, and Annika helped her refocus to
concentrate on the next shot.”

Thank you to The ANNIKA Foundation for inviting WGGB grantees to
participate in this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!




Women Golfers Give Back was thrilled to mark our 20th Anniversary year
with another successful Charity Tournament this June. Thank you to all
our sponsors, grantees and supporters for helping WGGB raise funds for
next year's girls golf grantee programs. Also, thank you to Whitemarsh
Valley Country Club for hosting the tournament and to Member for a Day
for running our online auction of 33 unique golf experiences, which raised
more than $75,000.

The day started with a clinic for our younger grantees with LPGA and
PGA pros and a 5-hole competition for our older grantees. After lunch,
21 foursomes of WGGB sponsors and supporters competed in a one
best-ball tournament followed by cocktails and dinner. Once again,
long-time WGGB supporter and LPGA Hall of Fame member Val Skinner
graced us with her presence and beautiful swing on a par-3.

We were thrilled to partner again with Pros Fore Clothes, which, in
combination with WGGB board and volunteers’ clothing drives, filled
several tables with golf clothes, shoes and gear for our grantees to select
from and expand their on-course wardrobes.

You can find photos of the girls in action, 7-hole tournament winners, and
our afternoon tournament on the WGGB Facebook page! Thank you, Trey
Runkle from Outside the Cut and Charles Oliva Photography, for capturing

so many special memories from the day.

Congratulations to the Winners:

NET RESULTS

1st Place: Cindy Feinberg, Karen Shakoske,
Meredith Betts & Brian Lee
(Janney Montgomery Scott)

2nd Place: David Hollander, Charley Dolan,
Carl Gordinier & Damon Slepian

3rd Place: Rob Good, Pete Zonino,
John Williams & Tom Frazier

GROSS RESULTS

1st Place: Eve Krinsky, Binney Wietlisbach,
Simon Krinsky & Kim Karetsky

2nd Place: Matt Shearon, Dave Lelii,
Jason Perillo & Tim Chubb

SKILL PRIZES

Longest Drive:
Laura Hammond / David DiDomenico

Closest to the Pin:
Anne Barker / Rob Kathol

Putting Contest:
Doug Douglas

2023 RAFFLE

$10,000 Grand Prize: Eleanor Cooper
$750 Second Prize: Christina Yeager
$250 Third Prize: Christine Wells


https://www.facebook.com/WomenGolfersGiveBack/photos_albums
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Once-in-a-Lifetime Golf Experiences

Alongside the Pros

FIRST TEE JERSEY SHORE

This was an exciting year for women's golf in New Jersey, where several
LPGA golf tournaments were played, and First Tee Jersey Shore’s young
golfers were right there as part of the action. WGGB funding has given
First Tee Jersey Shore, a new grantee as of 2022, the opportunity to
focus the time and resources needed to expand its LPGA*USGA Girls
Golf programming and introduce these once-in-a-lifetime experiences
for juniors.

The highlight was the Cognizant Founders Cup, where younger
participants represented the 13 original founders of the LPGA at Upper
Montclair Country Club by dressing up like each founder in true period
costumes and “walking up the 18th hole” with each LPGA group as
they finished their round. They also helped present the winner with

the trophy. Additionally, four of Jersey Shore’s eLeaders played in the
Pro-Am, and two elLeaders earned a week-long “behind the scenes”
internship with the Founders Cup tournament organizers.

First Tee Jersey Shore participants also had the opportunity to volunteer
at the Mizuho Americas Open at Liberty National Golf Club, where

four girls were standard bearers, and they worked the practice range

at the LPGA Shoprite Classic at Seaview Golf Club. Eight girls from

the program were also invited to play with LPGA pros in a Pro-Am at
Galloping Hill Golf Course.

During the 2023 season, First Tee Jersey Shore programs served

21 elLeaders, who are coaches/volunteers ages 13-18, and nearly

100 younger participants, ages 4—13. More than half of the younger
players were introduced to golf through First Tee Jersey Shore’s weekly
programs and single-day girls clinics. At these clinics, 30-40 girls
practice together regularly, making new friends, laughing and having fun
while learning and refining their golf skills.

First Tee Jersey Shore had eight older girls accepted into the
LPGA*USGA Girls Golf Leadership Academy held at USGA headquarters
in July, and one of its eLeaders, Caprina Yarosz, was one of just 13 girls
to join the LPGA*USGA Girls Golf National Board of Directors.

First Tee Jersey Shore
shared this feedback from
its participants about their
experiences:

“| have met an amazing
group of friends that | can
play golf with, since | am
the only female on my
school team!”

RUBY, AGE 16

“| have become a more
confident and resilient
person as a result of my
girls golf program. | have
found people | can trust

and that | know have my
back.”

SABRINA, AGE 16

“This program is like a
family to me; they have
supported me during all
of my ups and downs.”

CAPRINA, AGE 16

“| love mentoring and
coaching the young
girls, sharing my
journey with them, and
encouraging them to
have BIG DREAMS.”

BELLA, AGE 18




Where Are They Now?

WGGB Alumna Isabella DiLisio

Isabella DiLisio got an early start as a promising golfer.
Encouraged by her father, she began playing golf

at Lederach Golf Club, a public course, around age
10. Soon after, Isabella joined Mary’s Girls, an early
WGGB grantee program for girls who are interested
in golf but aren’t members of a private club. Isabella
showed early promise, as Mary’s Girls awarded her

a $2,000 scholarship that helped support her Junior
membership to Talamore Country Club.

While Isabella felt she had a natural swing from her
days playing baseball, she also had a natural desire
to practice and improve on her own. She also credits
LPGA*USGA Girls' Golf, coached by Jane Cousanis
and Cheryl Foxwith, with setting her on the path to a
successful golf career. They taught her golf skills and
culture while introducing her to healthy competition.
She says, “This program is why | stuck with it at that

"

age.

Isabella chose to attend high school at Mount Saint
Joseph's Academy because of its excellent girl’s golf
team. She capped off an exceptional high school
record by winning the PIAA individual championship.
From there, she went on to Notre Dame, where she
learned an invaluable lesson: staying healthy as a
golfer means doing the right workouts. Isabella clearly
took that lesson to heart, as she played in every golf
tournament throughout her four years, which she
views as a great accomplishment because it meant
playing through injuries and balancing academic life.

After graduation, Isabella accepted a job offer rather
than pursuing a professional golf career. Her wisdom
and experience shine through: “| wanted to love golf
my whole life. What's great about golf is you can have
a long competitive amateur career after college.”

Always with a smile, Isabella is a shining star, both

on the course and off. She has had great success

at Philadelphia Cricket Club (PCC), the USGA Mid-
Am, Inter-City matches, and local and national
competitions. Additionally, she gives back as a
member of WGGB's grant committee. Isabella credits
WGGB for the early support she received that set her
on this amazing golf and life journey.

WGGB Alumna Tessa Posey

One might wonder how playing golf is related to
pursuing a Ph.D. in chemical engineering — this is
something that might best be explained by Tessa
Posey. “Golf taught me: if you train, work hard, you
can get better at what you are passionate about,”
says Tessa. And it's that early lesson that has driven
Tessa in life and as she pursues her goal of working
in the biomedical engineering field to develop new
technology for therapeutic drug delivery.

At about age seven, Tessa began golfing with her
father at Honeybrook Golf Club. Cathy Reynolds,

a pro at Honeybrook, introduced Tessa to the
LPGA*USGA Girls’ Golf of Valley Forge program,
where she would hone her skills and later assist Cathy
in teaching younger girl golfers. Tessa went on to
participate in the WGGB Players’ Program, where her
golf skills advanced and she learned proper nutrition
for golf, as well as continued expanding her social
skills to be successful in both golf and life.

Tessa became one of few girls on the Conestoga High
School golf team, where she “held her own” and
learned to comfortably compete in a predominantly
male environment. While she initially considered
playing collegiate golf, she was ultimately happy

she did not, as her academic pursuits in biomedical
engineering at the University of South Carolina were
quite demanding. And Tessa’s academic career hasn't
slowed down, she is currently in her third year of

a Ph.D. program for Chemical Engineering at the
University of Delaware.

Tessa believes golf has contributed to her academic
success because it has been a great social skill builder.
While she had a wonderful female role model, her
mother, who is also an engineer, Tessa also credits her
golf experiences for her comfort in the competitive,
male-domianted engineering field. There is no doubt
that the combination of Tessa’s golf experiences and
personal achievements will lead to continued success,
and we look forward to hearing what she does next.




Where Are They Now: WGGB Alumna Paige Poteat

Paige Poteat is an inspirational example of how starting golf at a young age instills life lessons that foster success well
beyond the course. Paige, now 25 years old, joined The First Tee — Delaware after hearing the coach speak at her school
when she was in Kindergarten. The First Tee — Delaware, a long-time WGGB grantee, is a co-ed golf program for kids;
however, it was at a special session for girls where Charma Bell, a coach/program director, made a huge impact on Paige
that drew her to pursue golf.

Through The First Tee, Paige attended and participated in a WGGB-sponsored golf tournament in Phoenixville, PA, which
she shared was an eye-opening experience — it was the first time she competed with all girls! Paige continued to play golf
through high school and represented the Delaware chapter nationally at The First Tee's 2017 National Network Meeting
event. Her two sisters have recently followed in her footsteps by participating in The First Tee.

Paige received her degree from Eastern University in 2021, making her the first in her family to graduate college. She is
currently pursuing positions in social work to assist children at risk while also readying herself to apply to law school. Her
long-term goal is to own her own law firm that focuses on child and family advocacy.

Paige credits both her mother (“a superstar!”) and her golf coaches with making her the amazing woman she is today.
Their support in her pursuit of golf provided Paige with growth opportunities to learn and experience lessons in
confidence, integrity, perseverance and resilience — all of which are mantras she continues to live by. Additionally, Paige
continues to share these same life lessons with the next generation of young golfers as a volunteer coach with The First
Tee — Delaware. Paige’s journey from young golfer to inspirational role model is a testament to the positive impact of
getting girls involved in the game of golf!

All-Female Caddie Academy Launches at First Tee

Greater Philadelphia

First Tee — Greater Philadelphia has been a grant recipient from WGGB for
more than a decade. As you've read in our newsletter over the years, the
program’s participants of all ages have benefited from opportunities at a
national and local level to develop their skills and become true game changers.

New for 2023, First Tee - Greater Philadelphia hosted an all-female Caddie
Academy. Over two sessions, the girls learned from experienced female
caddies about what caddying involves and the opportunities it can present,
such as the Evans Scholarship, which covers full college tuition and housing for
outstanding students and caddies with limited financial means. Some of the
guest speakers were Evans Scholars themselves. Participants then got their
first on-course experience, carrying bags for nine holes at Walnut Lane for
First Tee donors.

At the end of the program, 10 girls were placed at local golf clubs, including
Caitlyn Plover at Whitemarsh Valley. She shared that her favorite part about
caddying is the people and the connections she makes out on the course.

You may remember Caitlyn from our 2020 newsletter. Five years earlier, at just
seven years old and in her first WGGB clinic, she had suggested First Tee -
Greater Philadelphia host a fashion show to help raise funds for the program.
The idea came to life in 2018 thanks to a partnership with Lilly Pulitzer, and
The First Tee Tea Time Girls Golf Tournament & Fashion Show is now an annual
event. We loved hearing that Caitlyn, now 16 years old, continues to carry the
life lessons she's learned through golf to new heights.
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