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Inside the Ropes at the 
ShopRite LPGA Classic
First Tee - Jersey Shore joined WGGB’s grantee network a few years ago 
in support of girls-only clinics at the William Larkin Golf Course at Colonial 
Terrace in Ocean Township, NJ, and the First Tee/JR Smith Learning Center at 
Ocean County Park. This year, the Jersey Shore chapter introduced a Players 
Program and WGGB was thrilled to expand our support of girls’ golf in New 
Jersey by providing grants to both the Clinic and Players Programs. 

In addition to engaging clinics, competitive tournaments, and leadership 
training, the chapter has been a dedicated volunteer partner for the ShopRite 
LPGA Classic Presented by Acer for more than eight years. They have 
assisted with the Junior Golf Show, organized a Girls Golf clinic, and provided 
volunteers for roles such as standard bearers and marshals.

This year’s indisputable highlight was getting the opportunity to volunteer on the practice range, distributing practice balls, 
placing name placards, and maintaining the short game areas. This unique “inside the ropes” position allowed the girls to 
interact with and observe the warm-up routines of some of the best players in the world like Nelly Korda, Jeeno Thitikul, 
Lexi Thompson, Brooke Henderson and Jin Young Ko. Two young volunteers are shown above helping LPGA Pro Natalie 
Gulbis get ready to warm up. They also met Meaghan Francella and Junior All-American Gianna Clemente. 

WGGB is thrilled to support the girl golfers and eLeaders at First Tee - Jersey Shore and to see them thrive and learn 
through these unique experiences.
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Women Golfers Give Back is proud to share that three of our 
grantees have been awarded scholarships from the J. Wood Platt 
Caddie Scholarship Trust, one of the most respected scholarship 
programs in golf.

Founded in 1958 by the Golf Association of 
Philadelphia, the Trust honors Philadelphia’s 
premier golfer of the era, J. Wood Platt, 
who was also its co-founder and first 
contributor. In the last 60+ years, more 
than 4,000 young men and women have 
received over $28 million in scholarships to 
support college tuition and housing.

This year, WGGB grantees among the recipients include:

•	 Charli Jones (Walnut Lane Golf Club) – A rising junior 
at Howard University, Charli has been involved with First 
Tee - Greater Philadelphia for more than 10 years and has 
participated in WGGB’s Merion outings. 

•	 Emily Mayo (Wilmington Country Club) – An incoming Penn 
State freshman and First Tee - Delaware grantee, Emily was 
featured in our 2024 newsletter for her caddying experience 
with the Chairman of the 2022 BMW Championship and his 
BMW Pro-Am group with Rory McIlory. 

•	 Caitlyn Plover (Whitemarsh Valley Country Club) – Headed 
to Loyola University this fall, Caitlyn first joined WGGB’s 
Girls Golf Clinics at age seven, and by 12, she had created 
the idea for a Girls’ Golf Tournament and Fashion Show, 
which became an annual fundraising event for First Tee - 
Greater Philadelphia and a lasting legacy of her leadership.

We congratulate Charli, Emily, and Caitlyn for this recognition and 
look forward to following their continued success on and off the 
course.

Three WGGB Grantees Named 
J. Wood Platt Scholars

Some of WGGB’s youngest grantees—perhaps future names on the Platt Scholars list...



Letter From WGGB President
Dear friends of WGGB,

Thank you for your continued commitment to Women Golfers Give Back. It is an honor 
to provide girls the experience of golf — something made possible by your support.

WGGB’s mission to enrich girls’ lives through golf is simple yet powerful. Every initiative 
we undertake provides access to programs that teach golf skills, foster connection, and 
build leadership and character in girls who might not otherwise have the opportunity.

Thanks to our community’s shared purpose, WGGB has granted $2.5 million to girls’ golf programs over the past 
22 years. In 2025, we recorded our largest giving year to date, awarding $180,000 to 8 players programs, 10 
clinic programs, and 2 scholarships. These achievements belong to all of us — and especially to you.

Our Annual Tournament is the primary driver of our grantmaking. Held at St. Davids Golf Club in Wayne, PA, on 
June 16, it raised over $140,000 this year. Please save June 29, 2026, for next year’s tournament at Whitemarsh 
Valley Country Club.

We are deeply grateful to our coaches, volunteers, community partners, and donors for their generosity and 
dedication. Each of you advances our mission in meaningful ways. A few highlights of support this year include:

•	 The Umbrella Foundation, for choosing WGGB as your 2025 charity partner and mobilizing members to give 
so generously 

•	 Golf Galaxy and DICK’S Sporting Goods, for continued grants and use of facilities for our girls’ winter 
practice 

•	 Sara Campbell Boutique of Wayne, PA, and manager Sue Morrison, for hosting biannual shopping events 

•	 Allen Gray of Silvercrest Asset Management Group, Get Golf Ready sponsor, for supporting our 
professional women’s event 

•	 Tavistock Country Club and Bidermann Golf Club, for hosting Member Guest Day fundraisers on our behalf

In 2025, we also welcomed Isabella DiLisio to our Board and Grantee Committee. A Strategic Advisor in 
Employee Health & Benefits at Marsh McLennan Agency, Izzy is a WGGB alumna from Mount Saint Joseph 
Academy and a former University of Notre Dame golfer. She continues to compete — recently qualifying for the 
2025 USGA Mid-Am — while building her career and giving back to the game.

Among my most meaningful moments this year, I had the privilege of presenting alumna Emily Mayo of First 
Tee–Delaware with a Platt Evans Scholarship, a full housing and tuition award for golf caddies. Emily’s excellence 
as a caddie at Wilmington Country Club and as a student at Archmere Academy reflects the character and drive 
WGGB strives to inspire. We are proud of Emily and excited to see her thrive at Penn State.

Looking ahead, we’re excited to determine our 2026 grants, expand partnerships, and launch a new brand and 
website. With your continued support, we can make an even greater impact.

I invite you to stay involved—through volunteering, financial contributions, or sharing our mission. Together, 
we’re changing girls’ lives through golf.

Warm regards,

Nicoll Keeney, 
President, Women Golfers Give Back



Driving Confidence: Empowering Women On and Off the Course
In July, Women Golfers Give Back hosted our 5th annual Get Golf 
Ready Clinic and Networking Event at Gulph Mills Golf Club, proudly 
sponsored by Silvercrest Asset Management Group. The event 
brought together more than 50 women eager to build confidence 
and sharpen their golf skills—tools that not only prepare them for 
their next work outing but also open doors to the many professional 
benefits golf provides.

Participants rotated through three stations—golf etiquette, putting, 
and chipping—each led by inspiring women in golf. Special thanks go 
to Gulph Mills golf pro Beatrice Smith, Board Member and former 
WGGB grantee Isabella DiLisio, and longtime volunteer Ellie Good 
for sharing their expertise and running the stations. 

The evening continued with a reception and a special keynote 
from Karen Kaufman, MSOD—executive coach, entrepreneur, and 
author of Magic: Making a Good Impression Count On and Off 
the Golf Course—who shared actionable insights drawn from her 
expertise in leadership, relationship-building, and golf. Her inspiring 
message encouraged participants to lead with confidence and live 
authentically. Each guest also received a copy of her book.

We are deeply grateful to Gulph Mills Golf Club for hosting this 
meaningful event, and to Outside the Cut for capturing the day’s 
memorable moments through photography.

We look forward to welcoming even more women to our next Get 
Golf Ready event—whether you’re new to the game or looking to 
strengthen your skills, it’s a wonderful way to learn, connect, and grow 
both on and off the course. Watch for updates about our upcoming 
Spring 2026 Get Golf Ready event.

What a season it’s been for 
Girls Golf of Valley Forge! 
Our clinics for girls 7-18 
years old have been full of 
energy, growth, and fun. 
This season, we scheduled 
60 clinics. Each week, we 
host sessions for beginners 
in three age groups—7-9, 
10-13, and 14-17—along 

with an “on the course” play clinic for experienced players. 
Each hour-long clinic welcomes 20+ girls who rotate through 
putting, chipping, and swing mechanics. In addition, there 
are occasional contests for Closest to the Hole and Inside 
the Ring! With three pros instructing each week, our 1:7 
teaching ratio ensures every girl gets focused attention. 
Lead pro Tony DeGisi has been with the program from the 
very beginning. Even on the hottest days, Spring Ford’s 

giant sycamore tree provided the perfect shady spot for 
all the girls to gather!

The demand has taken us by surprise-every clinic has 
sold out, with waiting lists forming each week. To 
support this growth, we purchased new clubs in multiple 
lengths, which players can rent at a very modest price. 
Each player has the ability to exchange their clubs as 
they go through the typical growth spurts. 

We are so grateful to Women Golfers Give Back for 
funding professional teaching fees, clinic polo shirts, 
and snacks. Without their generous assistance we would 
not be able to host such a wonderful experience for 
young women golfers. A special thank you also goes 
to Spring Ford Country Club for donating 3 hours of 
Practice Range time each week and access to their 
putting and chipping practice areas. We have been 
blessed to have such great partners!

A Season to Remember for 
LPGA-USGA Girls Golf of Valley Forge by susan tall 

board member, lpga-usga girls golf of valley forge



Being able to get in competitive situations 
during matches with other PGA Jr. players 
helps how I play and get to learn from 
others. Being able to get out on the 
course even for 30 minutes gives 
me the opportunity to try different 
strategies to see which one works best 
for me. I even got the chance to get to 
play in Europe this year and meet new 
people! 
 — Anna Strollo, Age 11 
participant in a wggb-funded clinic program at 
makefield highlands golf club in yardley, pa.

 

Women Golfers Give Back’s 
support has been instrumental in 
our daughter’s growth as a person, 
not just in golf. Fostering life skills, 
personal development, honesty, 
respect for others, and sportsmanship 
are just a few values she is learning 
from golf. She is honing her social 
skills by playing with peers and 
coaches, and learning about the 
integrity of honest score keeping. Joe 
Garstka and Howard Hirsh have been 
amazing coaches and mentors to all 
the kids involved, making it fun as well 
as a learning experience. We couldn’t 
be more grateful for all the support 
you provide. Thank you and please 
continue to support this worthy cause. 

 — Jana and Gregory Strollo

In Their Own Words

Breaking Records, 
Broadening Our Impact
WGGB was thrilled to grant a record $180,000 this year to 
golf programs that will support hundreds of girls!! Thank 
you to the generous support of our donors, sponsors and 
friends for making this possible.

In 2025, we also welcomed five new grantees. First Tee - 
Jersey Shore and First Tee - Greater Philadelphia launched 
Players Programs with WGGB’s support. 

We’ve also expanded further into the Lehigh Valley 
and Western PA by providing grants to two new Clinic 
Programs through Girls Golf Lehigh Valley, Girls Golf of 
Western Lehigh Valley and the Women’s Golf Association 
of Western Pennsylvania. And we are thrilled to support the 
empowHERed scholarship helping introduce women and 
girls to golf. 

by susan tall 
board member, lpga-usga girls golf of valley forge



Women Golfers Give Back was thrilled to host another successful Girls Clinic 
& Fundraising Tournament at St. Davids Golf Club in June 2025. With the 
help of our sponsors, volunteers, participants and supporters, it was a special 
day helping WGGB raise funds for next year’s girls golf grantee programs. 
Shout out to all who braved the rain throughout the day to support our 
mission and the hundreds of girls given exposure to golf through our grants!!

The day started with a clinic for our younger grantees with LPGA and PGA 
pros, and a 7-hole competition for our older grantees. See photos of the girls 
in action and 7-hole tournament participants by scanning the QR code below.

After lunch, WGGB sponsors and supporters competed in a one best-ball 
tournament followed by cocktails and dinner. They each posed with Isabella 
DiLisio on a par 3 – a WGGB program alumna turned college golfer and now 
the newest WGGB board member! 

2025 WGGB Girls Clinic 
& Fundraising Tournament

Congratulations to the 2025 WGGB Tournament Winners

NET RESULTS
1st Place: Dr. Rob Good, Pete Zozino, John 
Williams, Dr. Tom Frazier 

2nd Place: Gabby Morganti, Tess Hawes, 
Suzanne Betts, Trey Runkle 

3rd Place: Alexis Hollander, David Hollander, 
Jason Perillo, Rob Kathol

GROSS RESULTS
1st Place: Matt Moran, Alisha Slye, Jhoon Chang, 
Brian Wadach  

2nd Place: Jackie Rogowicz, Sue Deakins, 
Kathleen Anderson, Jennifer Dorfmeister  

SKILL PRIZES
Longest Drive: Matt Moran / Jackie Rogowicz

Closest to the Pin: Luke Smith / Denise Studnick

VIEW PHOTOS OF THE GIRLS IN ACTION 
AND A 7-HOLE PARTICIPANTS

VIEW PHOTOS OF OUR AFTERNOON 
TOURNAMENT



2025 WGGB Tournament Sponsors

LIVE SCORING SPONSOR
Zisman Family Foundation

LUNCH SPONSOR

HOLE SPONSORS

GIRLS CLINIC AND LUNCH SPONSOR

CART SPONSOR

AK & Tom Frazier

TEE SPONSORS
The Clough Family

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS

FRIENDS AND FAMILY SPONSORS
Margery Cooper

The Franklin-Light Family

Wendy and Mark 
Kennedy

The Ball Family 
Foundation

Steve Petchon

Loraine and Ed Jones

Alexis and David Hollander Matt Moran

Alisha and Jack Slye

Stevie and CT Thompson

Special thanks to Pros Fore Clothes (grantee girls’ clothing 
donations), Member for a Day (auction), Trey Runkle from   
@OutsidetheCut and Josh Proffitt with @EveryShotGolf for 
partnering with WGGB to make it a special day!

Rick & Judy Owens

ON COURSE CONTEST SPONSOR



RISING TOGETHER 
Young Golfers Compete, Connect, and Grow

For the past several years, WGGB grants have 
supported the Peggy Kirk Bell Girls Golf Tour’s 
six-event series with more than 80 girls playing 
from the Mid-Atlantic area, as well as helped 
enable 8 girls from PA, NJ, DE and KY compete as 
Team National in PKBT Linville Cup at Mid Pines.

Led by coaches Jackie Rogowicz and Leila 
Mackie, Linville Cup weekend was filled with 
laughs, new friendships, competitive spirit, and 
incredible golf. Team National bonded over team-
building challenges and brought their A-game on 
the course.

Match Play highlights included: Ryland Portadin 
& Rosie Patterson dominated with a 4&2 win 
during the first session; Valerie Danby & Trisha 
Lobo clutched the last two holes to halve their 
match during the second session; and strong 
finish with three match wins led by stellar 
performances from Ryland & Rosie, Athena Lin 
& Grace Soale, and Meredith Finger & Alaina 
Carson.

Beyond the close competition, the girls gained 
valuable lessons on teamwork, communication, 
course management, and perseverance. The 
weekend wrapped up with inspiring words from 
Robert Linville and a panel of coaches sharing 
their wisdom.

This group played with joy, grit, and 
camaraderie—and no doubt, will go on to do 
great things!



Celebrating the 2025 
Philadelphia PGA Junior Tour Diversity Scholars

PGA REACH Philadelphia recently announced the recipients of the 2025 Philadelphia 
PGA Junior Tour Diversity Scholarship, a program that promotes greater diversity in golf 
by providing memberships, tournament entries, and PGA Professional mentorship.

We’re especially excited to recognize Skylar Crutchfield, age 8, from First Tee – Greater 
Philadelphia. Many of you may remember Skylar as our putting contest ringer at the June 
WGGB fundraising tournament. Despite her young age, Skylar has already made her 
mark in the game, advancing to the Regional Drive, Chip & Putt competition in 2024.

She is joined in this year’s scholarship class by more young female golfers: Finley 
Campbell (West Chester, Pa.), Elizabeth George (South Abington Township, Pa.), and 
Rogan Knapp (Williamstown, N.J.).

This year’s program is supported by Women Golfers Give Back and the Valley Forge 
Tourism & Convention Board, with golf equipment provided by the Philadelphia Cricket Club’s 1854 Foundation.

Upon receiving this year’s WGGB grant, Courtney Curcio, PGA REACH Philadelphia Director, shared:

“I just wanted to send a big thank you for your support this season! We’re so grateful to be one of the programs 
receiving a grant, and it truly means a lot to us. Your generosity is making a real impact, and we can’t wait to put it to 
good use helping more girls get involved in the game.”

We’re proud to support these young golfers and can’t wait to watch their continued growth on and off the course.

Skylar Crutchfield

Teeing Up Confidence and Connection at Oakmont
One of Women Golfers Give Back’s new grantees in 
2025 is the Women’s Golf Association of Western 
Pennsylvania (WGAWP). The organization applied for a 
grant to support Junior Girls Golf Clinic scholarships for 
girls from underserved communities who lack access to 
private instruction and demonstrate financial need.

Founded in 1922, WGAWP promotes the best 
interests and true spirit of the game while governing 
competitions for its 600 members across 38 clubs. For 
junior girls, WGAWP provides mentoring, instruction, 
and opportunities to compete.

WGAWP’s Carol Semple Thompson Junior Girls 
Golf Clinic creates an inclusive and welcoming  
environment for approximately 88–90 girls ages 5–17 
from the Pittsburgh area. The goal is to introduce girls 
to golf, register them on GHIN, and build long-term 
relationships that connect them to WGAWP Junior 
Amateur competitions. The clinic emphasizes a safe, 
engaging setting where participants not only build 
athletic skills but also gain life lessons and friendships.

Held at Oakmont Country Club for the past decade, the 
clinic features 12–15 PGA professionals and certified 

coaches, including Carol Semple Thompson herself, 
one of the most celebrated amateur golfers of all time. 
In partnership with the local First Tee program and area 
schools, WGAWP provides scholarships to girls who 
cannot afford the clinic fee and WGGB was proud to 
support those scholarships in 2025. 

Annie VanZant, president of PA Golf, reflected on the 
experience: “The girls enjoyed the instruction, being at 
Oakmont just weeks before the U.S. Open, seeing all 
the tents and excitement, experiencing the history and 
tradition inside the clubhouse—along with lots of smiles 
and giggles.”

WGAWP Vice President Katie Miller Gee shared a similar 
sentiment, “The day was an incredible success. Everything 
ran perfectly, and the response from both the girls and 
their parents was overwhelmingly positive. Many shared 
how meaningful it was to have an opportunity like this 
made possible through your generosity. My favorite note 
came from a mom who said, ‘Addi texted me during the 
event asking, when is this over? Because I don’t want it to 
end!’”



how i got into golf  
& where i am now

My Mom-Mom got me interested in golf when 
I was around 7 years old. Since then I’ve always 
loved the study and work of golf and learned 
any way I could from coaching to watching 
others play. I joined First Tee younger which 
helped me learn more golf skills and play with 
other kids my age. 

As I have grown up, I keep going with my love 
of the sport and have even continued it all the 
way to high school by playing on the golf team 
for my school. I was able to play on the high 
school golf team as an 8th grader last year and 
I look forward to joining the golf team again as 
a 9th grader.

Now the reasons why I got into golf are many, 
such as the feeling of getting the ball into the 
hole, the new and fun people who turn into 
friends by sharing the interest of golf, and 
realizing this isn’t much of a common sport for 
females of my age.

I am still a part of the First Tee program and 
have been taking some private lessons to 
improve my game with Coach Becky Dengler. 
In the Spring, I will try out for my high school 
golf team and hopefully once again join their 
team. I look forward to honing my skills, 
improving my golf score, and continuing my 
love for the sport of golf.

— Anya Kozlowski
    First Tee - Delaware Grantee

Mentorship in Motion 
 at Merion Golf Club
Our Top Players Program grantees showcased 
impressive skills on the course—from swing to finish, 
they nailed it—but it was their uplifting support for 
one another that truly stood out at this year’s Mentor 
Day Outing at Merion Golf Club.

A heartfelt thank you to the amazing women of 
Merion Golf Club for mentoring our players through 
the West Course, and to the Merion caddies who 
guided our top finishers on the final hole at the iconic 
East Course. 



Celebrating Our Volunteers 
at Intown Golf Club
In January, Women Golfers Give Back proudly hosted 
a Volunteer Appreciation Night at the beautiful new 
Intown Golf Club, a members-only social club for 
golfers in Radnor, PA. With more than 50 guests, the 
evening was filled with gratitude, camaraderie, and 
celebration as we honored the dedicated individuals 
who make our mission possible and welcomed new 
volunteers.

The event gave our volunteers the chance to reunite 
and connect with one another while taking advantage 
of the exclusive opportunity to experience Intown’s 
state-of-the-art golf simulators, adding fun and a little 
swing practice to the night.

WGGB showcased the incredible impact made 
possible through our volunteers’ commitment—from 
supporting local golf programs to creating new 
opportunities for young girls to learn, grow, and thrive 
through the game of golf. 

Our volunteers contribute in many ways throughout 
the year. Some serve as day-of-event volunteers, 
giving their time and energy to ensure events like our 
Annual Tournament and Girls Clinic run smoothly and 
successfully. Others provide their support through 
ongoing roles on committees—from development to 
grantee program management to governance.

This event was not only a chance to say thank you 
but also the perfect way to kick off 2025. As we look 

As a junior golf advocate and proprietor in the industry, along with being a First Tee board member and 
coach, let me express my gratitude for the opportunities provided by Women Golfers Give Back, and 
specifically the grant you generously provided to First Tee - Lehigh Valley and Berks to allow us to offer 
Manor Golf Club’s Girls on the Green program to girl golfers.  

We had a wonderful turnout of 22 girls this year. We’re not only teaching them basic golf skills, but we’re 
also using the teaching process to intertwine First Tee’s five key commitments to being a Game Changer 
- pursuing goals, growing through challenge, collaborating with others, building a positive self-identity, 
and using good judgment - that will allow them to be strong, healthy young women, both physically and 
mentally. The broader program also incorporates lessons from a certified nutritionist and yoga to enhance 
their fitness skills.  

On behalf of First Tee - Lehigh Valley and Berks and all the young ladies whose lives you have helped to 
impact in a most positive way, thank you!

Cheryl Heckman, Owner of Manor Golf Club
Certified Coach and Board Member, First Tee - Lehigh Valley & Berks

ahead, we’re eager to welcome even more helping 
hands into our volunteer community. Stay tuned for 
details on our 2026 Volunteer Appreciation Event! We’ll 
be sharing more information on our website and social 
media in the months ahead.

Thank you to Intown Golf Club for hosting this event and 
Outside the Cut for capturing the memories! 



Bidermann Golf Club
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WGGB is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization. You will receive written acknowledgment of your fully tax-deductible gift. The official registration 
and financial information of Women Golfers Give Back may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within 
Pennsylvania, 1 (800) 732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Please Help Us Enrich Girls’ 
Lives Through Golf
2025 Fundraising Goal: $275,000

Donate by check payable to:
Women Golfers Give Back
600 West Germantown Pike, Suite 400
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Donate Online

SEPT 2024 - AUG 2025

ORGANIZATIONS

INDIVIDUALS


